53 Koorong Street,
THE GAP 4061
27th September 1978

Dear George, Shirley, Matthew & Jenny,

	Well here I am at last and so sorry I have been so long but first of all had to remember where where all the folders were as we had a shuffle around down stairs to fit in all Ian’s flying data of which there was a lot and then his present drawing and drafting information.
	I am sorry I cannot find anything about the type of wireless on the Kookaburra and wondered if there was any at all as it was then that your Father rigged up a transmitter overnight and bored a hole in the plane to let an aerial down. Ian took some data to photostat today and I can give you the last address we have of Lester Brain but it was in 1963, can’t find the letter he wrote when your Father died. This address was
	“Wyuna Court”
	4 Longworth Avenue
	Point Piper
and I have just been in touch with the phone directory here and they have L. J. Brain, N.S.W. Head Road, Double Bay. I know he was knighted before your Father got the decoration or at the same time, not sure about that. This is quote from his letter in 1963 when he wrote to Fred on his retirement. “It brings back many vivid memories of your being loaned in 1929 to act as radio operator on our search flight for Anderson and Hitchcock and how, overnight you installed a makeshift transmitter and receiver in “Atalanta” and lowered a trailing aerial by simply drilling a hole in the wooden floor. And what amazingly successful results you achieved on that search flight.”
	It was Lester Brain who apparently taught Fred to fly.
	Another quote from the letter: I remember well how later when you joined Qantas as First Officer Pilot and Chief Radio technician what a relaxed imperturbable instrument  pilot you proved to be in cloud and rain on the overseas flights to Singapore and how despite crackling tropical static you could pluck radio messages from the air – Never since have I met your equal in these matters.”
	Mr. Smith may get some information from him and he may know the type of radio or even the owners of the Kookaburra would have a record of the radio but can’t find out who who it belonged to anywhere in these records.
